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OUR PURPOSE                 
  St. John’s Lutheran 

School exists in Christ 

to educate and 

equip students by 

developing the mind 

and engaging the 

heart to impact their 

communities through 

the Gospel. 

OUR MISSION                
Equipping the family 

of God to joyfully and 

boldly make Disciples 

of Christ as we:  
KNOW Jesus and one 

another 

GROW to be more                

like Him 

SOW His love in word 

and deed.  
 

 
 
 

            The doors at St. John’s Lutheran Church       

         and School are always revolving – those               

who enter may be coming for Church Services, Sunday 

School classes, Member Mission Outreach, various Board 

and committee meetings, Preschool, JEC (before and after 

school care), Day School (K-8), sporting events, weddings, 

funerals, reunions, celebrations and so much more. Our 

community here at St. John’s is filled with faith, fellowship 

and a bright future.  

As our St. John’s Lutheran Church and School community 

continue to GROW, so has our need for room to 

accommodate growth. While over the past few years that 

need for space has become an increasing challenge, we 

recognize the blessing that this has presented! We are 

GROW-ing God’s family as the doors continue to open 

each day. This growth will extend both our services and 

classrooms, but most importantly it will extend the Kingdom 

of God. We have seen Preschool, Day School and JEC 

numbers consistently rise over the past few years. While 

classroom space has become a real challenge, we remain 

deeply grateful for the opportunity to open our doors to 

God’s children.  
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PRINCIPAL 
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DIRECTOR 
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JEC DIRECTOR 



 

  

       LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 

Pastoral Staff: Pastor Jack Heino (not pictured) 

Campaign Director: Jim Vandre 

Campaign Coordinator: Joe Balderson 

Communications Director: Alex Blewitt 

Prayer Director: Rev. Dr. Kevin Wilson (not pictured) 

Inform Director: Lisa Arnold 

Inspire Director: Marie Leng (Dale Scheiderer, Jeff Reinhard) 

Lead Gifts Director: Adam Smith (not pictured) 

Youth Emphasis Director: Laura Zeiler (RJ Zeiler) 

Children’s Emphasis Director: Amy Balderson 

School Emphasis Director: Rich Rausch 

Friends of the Congregation Director: Austin Clarridge (not pictured) 
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JOIN US IN PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, we see in the Book of Acts that Jesus’ followers fervently 

offered the same prayer petitions. So also move us to pray earnestly              

for one another as we go through the Growing Roots campaign.                           

Help us to keep Jesus at the forefront of this campaign, since                    

we are doing this in His name. Grant us confidence that                                      

You will broaden Your work among us even as we                                            

expand our facilities. In Jesus’ name, AMEN! 



                                         LETTER FROM PASTOR 
Dear Families of St. John’s Lutheran Church and School: 

 

Growing Roots is more than just the theme for our campaign. It is a reality of our future as 

individuals and as a family of faith here in Union County. As we are “…rooted and built up in 

him and established in the faith, just as you were taught…” (Col. 2:7 ESV) 

 

With Growing Roots, we will have opportunities to celebrate what God has done in, with 

and under our school since 1843 and what He continues to do among us today. We will find 

ourselves getting excited about our future possibilities in the areas of mission and ministry. 

We will KNOW together, GROW together, and SOW together as we see the Lord open more 

opportunities for others to acknowledge Him.  

 

With Growing Roots, I invite you to display our school theme this year with a Servant Heart & 

a Servant Attitude as we commit ourselves to this campaign process. Together we will seek 

to use our time, our unique talents, and our bountiful gifts to be a part of the Lord’s plan as 

He opens more doors for ministry at St. John’s.  

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jack 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church & 

School have been given a 

tremendous opportunity in 

ministry as an in-reach to our 

current member’s children 

and as an outreach to the 

community at large for those 

who remain unreached by the 

blessing of Christ. In 1989 we 

responded in faith with a 

facility expansion and have 

since seen continued growth 

in our mission and ministry as 

God has worked through us in 

the lives of so many. Today, we 

ask that you say YES in faith 

again, Growing Roots with 

your full support of time, talents 

and treasures to reach the 

campaign goal of $2.8 million 

for the 1st Phase of our Church 

and School expansion.  

GROW  TOGETHER              
IN FAITH 

 



 

 

 

  

Number 

of Gifts 

Gift 

Amount Annually Monthly Weekly Daily 

After 3 

Years 

3 $100,000 $33,333 $2,778 $641 $91 $300,000 

4 $75,000 $25,000 $2,083 $481 $68 $300,000 

5 $50,000 $16,667 $1,389 $321 $46 $250,000 

15 $25,000 $8,333 $694 $160 $23 $375,000 

30 $12,000 $4,000 $333 $77 $11 $360,000 

41 10,000 $3,333 $278 $64 $9 $410,000 

50 $7,500 $2,500 $208 $48 $7 $375,000 

61 $5,000 $1,667 $139 $32 $5 $305,000 

40 $1,000 $333 $28 $6 $1 $40,000 

50 $750 $250 $21 $5 $1 $37,500 

60 $500 $167 $14 $3 $0 $30,000 

70 $200 $67 $6 $1 $0 $14,000 

F AITH, FUTURE & FINANCE 
The St. John’s voters assembly approved the formation of the Building Feasibility Committee a 

few years ago.  That Feasibility Committee brought to the voters a feasibility concept that 

included 4 phases showing foresight far into our future allowing the work that was being done to 

share insight and save costs in the future.  The Feasibility Committee then asked the voters to 

approve the feasibility concept with the clarification that a phase would be paid off before the 

next phase is considered.  The passage of this motion states that one half of the money should 

be raised before construction begins.  The formation of a building committee then 

commenced. 

The feasibility concept of Phase 1 includes infrastructure improvements and additional space to 

have all classrooms again in the school.  The building concept projected cost was brought to 

the voters at $5.6 million.  Fifty percent of that amount is $2.8 million The 2nd half of the building 

costs will be financed.  Changes to the building concepts and plans as well as construction 

materials will impact the overall cost. The mortgage needed for the second half will be 

dependent on several variables on the amount raised from the campaign, the interest rates 

and other factors that will come up as financing is considered.  Lutheran Church Extension Fund 

(LCEF) will oversee a lot of the project for us to ensure we are lien free, pay the least amount of 

interest and handle distribution of funds as the building progresses.   

St. John's currently operates with a budget in the black and will continue to do 

so.  Considerations to balance the budget with the loan amounts will likely come from a variety 

of means including but not limited to increase in student enrollment (including student retention 

through the upper grades), increases in tuition, increases in tithing and 3rd source funding 

increases.  There are also safety nets in place including a positive General Fund and healthy 

operational reserve.   

 

429 Gifts $2,796,500                                                              
This gift range chart and pyramid shows                                 

an example of how many gifts, and of                                 

which levels, would provide the Growing Roots 

campaign our initial goal. We encourage you to use 

these visuals as a roadmap for getting to our goal, as 

it illustrates our needed donations in fundraising tiers. 



 

  

  

 LETTER FROM CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR 
Colossians 2: 6-7                            
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in Him, 7 rooted                                                                                       
and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with                                                     
thankfulness.     

Faith – Years ago, I was fortunate enough to be raised with a Lutheran                      

Education.  Through that instruction from little on up, I received Christ through the power of 

the Holy Spirit working in those teachers that got my roots growing in Him.  Roots that were 

planted in good soil that was made possible by members of our church that believed in a 

Christian education.   

Fellowship – Years later, my wife, Marlene, and I wanted that same education for our 

children.   When we came to Marysville, we found that same fellowship here at St. John’s 

Lutheran Church and School.  We could see that you believed in the same mission.  You had 

just finished adding on the cafeteria and gymnasium, so that you could accommodate more 

children at the school.  Now, more souls could come as we expanded into a preschool and 

latchkey program. We were casting our nets wider as we followed the command of our Lord 

to be fishers of men.  

Future – Our nets are full!  It is time people!  It is time to get a bigger net.  It is time to expand 

the size of our school. It is time to expand The Kingdom of God!  We have used every nook 

and cranny of our existing building.  We currently use the stage for our band and choir 

instruction.  The cafeteria is being used for a classroom for the second year in a row. The coal 

room is being used for storage.  Multiple grades are still in the modulars that are slowly falling 

apart.   And yet, we still have a waiting list for children wanting to attend our school.   

Thankfulness - Our county is one of the fastest growing counties in Ohio and God is bringing 

more and more children to our area that need to hear His word.  An area that is blessed in so 

many ways.  God has given all of this to us so that we can be a blessing to others.   

I would challenge every one of you to look at any way that you may help this campaign.  No 

gift is too small.  We’ve seen lemonade stands from the kids at JEC, all the way to matching 

gifts from corporate employers.  We will be starting a grain offering program with Heritage 

Cooperative.  Your employer may match funds that you give.  Life insurance policies have 

been left to the building campaign.  IRA qualified charitable distributions have been directed 

to the program as well.  You may be                                                                                                    

involved in a charitable organization                                                                              that is 

looking for a place to donate their                                                                                                

money.   There are so many ways that                                                                                                               

you can help the young people of the                                                                                                                     

future Grow Roots in Christ.  I truly                                                                                                                   

believe that it is the answer to a lot of                                                                                                                      

today’s problems.   

Rooted and Still Growing, 

Jim Vandre – Campaign Director 
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