Lutheran Education Advancement Partnership (LEAP) is an
organization that partners with St. John’s Lutheran School
with the mission to provide strong, Christ-centered
education opportunities for families in our community. For
more than 175 years, St. John’s has been a leader in
education in the Marysville community, and LEAP aims to
ensure those opportunities continue long into the future.
We achieve that goal through non-operational funding for

the school and its students including scholarships and tuition
assistance, curriculum funding, and the support of needed
projects and upgrades throughout the school. We also engage
with community members, current school families and SJLS
alumni, because we truly believe it takes a village. Our goal
with this newsletter is to keep each of you connected with what
LEAP continues to offer in their mission.

Letter from the President
As we look back on yet another successful LEAP Benefit Gala and Golf Outing weekend, I can’t help but thank
God for all the blessings we’ve endured over the years. After cancellations and postponements due to COVID
the last two years, it was amazing to be back to normal for our events. This year we had over 200 people
attend the Gala and/or Golf Outing, including school families, church members, past and present staff, alumni,
local business owners, legislators, and everything in between. While a lot has changed since our first benefit
weekend, one thing has remained clear—that the work God is doing alongside you all continues to make
unbelievable strides for St. John’s and in the lives of its students. We are so incredibly blessed to help
facilitate that. During the events we were able to reflect on successes and share in optimism for the future
while sharing in fun, fellowship, and of course food. The events raised over $35,000 in revenue that will be
used directly to continue the great mission at St. John’s and to perpetuate Christ-centered education in our
community.
While we are still celebrating the success of the weekend, we are also looking to the future and working to
grow, adapt, and improve as we continue to push forward. We are excited about all the great things
happening in our school and community, and we hope to be a pivotal piece of that growth for many years to
come. If you would like to join us, please reach out and help us grow our team and our reach.
We are pleased to highlight our LEAP Benefit Gala and Golf Outing in this edition of the LEAP Ledger. Below
you will find photos and highlights from the weekend, so you can reflect on the weekend, or see all the fun
you missed. Please keep an eye out for upcoming information on next year’s events, and we hope to see
even more of you join us next year!
In Christ,
Austin Clarridge, LEAP President

Reflection of the 2022 Benefit Gala and Golf Outing

We would like to take this edition to thank, reflect and share from the 2022 LEAP Benefit Gala and Golf Outing.

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
to Him be the glory both now and Forever! 2 Peter 3:18
Thank You to the 2022 LEAP Benefit Gala & Golf Outing Sponsors!

Gala & Golf Platinum Sponsors

Benefit Gala Gold Sponsors

Benefit Gala or Golf Silver Sponsors
Crystal Clean
Kuhlwein Farms
Linear IT
St. John’s Elders
Schultz, Cox & Will Law Office

Heritage Senior Living
Lincoln Construction
Midway Market
St. John’s Teachers
Anonymous

Gala Event or Golf Hole Sponsors

Benny’s Pizza
Courtright Realty Group
Kiwanis of Dublin
Millholland Financial
Rollies
Union Propane (both Gala & Golf)

Carfey, Ron & Connie
Gruenbaum Family
Lutheran Church Extension
Mixt Solutions
St. John’s Bd of Education
Yutzy’s Market

Cook Real Estate
Ingram Funeral Home
Mambourg Family
Pebble Construction
Spend a Day Marina

LEAP thanks each of these sponsors for their support of our mission. Take some time to thank
these sponsors, and make sure to support those businesses that support us. These
sponsorships helped to raise $14,150.00.

We were very pleased to have some of the sponsors join us as special guests at
our events. Here you can see the Pebble Construction sponsor table filled with
employees, spouses, and clients.

Thank you to many businesses, community members, church and school families who
graciously donated items for the Benefit Gala silent auction, raffle and live auction as well as
the Golf Outing raffle.

Gala attendees had the opportunity to bid on silent auction items
and purchase raffle tickets during the social hour. We had 56
items available for attendees to win! The silent auction items
raised $4,595, while the raffle tickets raised $1,255.

The evening was closed by a live auction. The live
auction included two quilts quilted by the
St. John’s Quilters, a pontoon boat day rental from
Spend-A-Day Marina, and 12 centerpieces. These
centerpieces were designed, planted, and donated by
various St. John’s Church & School committees and
boards. Each centerpiece had a summary of how the
committee/board served our community. A special centerpiece donated by
the Growing Roots committee raised money for the
Growing Roots campaign for the school expansion ($1,400).
The live auction raised $7,005.

Thank you to all who bid on auction items and purchased raffle tickets.

A delicious catered dinner followed the social hour and silent auction.
Soloist and St. John’s school parent, Kylee Chapman provided beautiful
music during the dinner hour.

During the program, we were blessed to honor past and present St. John’s teachers. The teachers shared with
us what years, grades, and subjects they taught, along with some memories of their time at St. John’s. We had
first year teachers all the way to teachers that helped build the basis of what our school is today.

The keynote speaker for the evening was Mr. Joshua Swartz.
Josh started his teaching career at St. John’s in 2000 after
graduating from Concordia University in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Since then, he has served as a principal in Indiana, Alabama
and Michigan. He currently serves as Assistant to the President
for Lutheran Schools Missouri District.
Mr. Swartz spoke on the importance of Lutheran Education
while building relationships within the school, church and
foremost with God.

After the program, Mr. Swartz posed with
LEAP chairman, Austin Clarridge. Mr. Swartz was
Austin’s 8th grade teacher while at St. John’s. The
cross was used in his speech and was a gift from
Austin’s classmates, one of Josh’s last 8 th grade
student classes at St. John’s.

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Proverb 22:6

Kylee, accompanied on the keyboard by a fellow St. John’s parent Elena
Pfeiffer, closed the program with a beautiful rendition of The Lord’s Prayer.

LEAP 2022 LEAP Golf Outing was a wet morning but it did not stop teams from participating
and having a great time. In fact, everyone had so much fun that they forgot to take pictures.
After the teams came in from the course, they were greeted by a delicious BBQ luncheon
prepared by school parent Andy Owens, followed by great raffles and prizes for the team and
individual winners. 108 golfers attended the outing this year.
One picture was captured of a team that had specialized caps made
for this event.

Thank you to all who participated in the
2022 LEAP Benefit Gala and Golf Outing weekend!
It took all of you to make these events a great success!
If you were unable to join us for our fundraising weekend, you are still able to donate now
or anytime throughout the year by using one of these three options:
1. Donation checks may be dropped off at the office or given directly in the St. John’s collection plate.
Please put in an envelope clearly marked LEAP
or
Mail to:
St. John’s Lutheran School
Attn: LEAP
12809 State Route 736
Marysville, Ohio 43040
2. Donate online at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YWR4/home
Select LEAP and click the Give button
Review & complete by clicking submit
(Sign up for an account if you want to save your information
for future donations.)
3. Donate on a mobile phone
Download the Vanco Mobile app from the App Store or Google Play.
Search for St. John’s by name and address
Select LEAP and amount.
Enter payment information.
Review & complete by clicking submit.

STAY CONNECTED WITH LEAP & JOIN OUR TEAM

Go to leapstjohns.com and register for a free membership. This website will keep you up to date with what is
happening.
LEAP is looking for additional committee members. You can become a part of our overall LEAP committee
or just be a part of an event committee. We would love to hear from you. Are you in need of engagement
hours? This could help you get to your goal.
Please send an email to leapstjohns@gmail.com with any questions.

L.E.A.P. MISSION STATEMENT
“Lutheran Education Advancement Partnership” (LEAP) exists in Christ to educate and equip current
and future St. John’s students by engaging family, friends and alumni through the investment of
charitable resources and spiritual guidance.
Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverb 22:6

